History 282/JWST 234
Fall 2009
Assignment #2
Part A.

A 4-5 page analysis of an important aspect of Jewish history and/or thought between the destruction of the Second Temple and the end of the seventeenth century. 

Your paper must be based on at least two scholarly articles (either from academic journals or a multi-authored academic book). 

Part B. (one paragraph of no more than ½ page)

Find at least one web site dealing with the subject you treated above, and assess its usefulness for scholarly research in light of the articles you read.  It might be helpful to discuss this aspect of the paper in or near your conclusion paragraph.

Your analysis should define a central issue, outline the position taken by the authors under review, describe the sources, and evaluate the argument. 

You must get your articles or book selection approved by one of the TA’s or the Professor. Papers written about books or articles that were not previously approved will not be accepted. 

Submit two copies of your paper together with xeroxes of your articles or the title page and table of contents of your book. 

Due in class, Monday, November 23.
How to Choose a Topic
There is virtually an infinite number of acceptable topics. (OK. Maybe I’m exaggerating a bit, but you get the idea.) Think of a question that has come up in class or in your readings and develop an answer. Think of your own special field of interest (sociology, economics, geography, political science, comparative literature, philosophy, etc.) and choose a topic that allows you to apply that area of expertise to Jewish history. Think of a person or place that interests you (the Jews in France? Sabbetai Zevi? Maimonides?) and explore that place, time or person. Think of a major event (the Crusades?) or theme (status of women; growth of the synagogue; art; religious polemic). If you’re still drawing a blank, go into the library, go to the stacks and start browsing. Remember that journals are stored separately from books, and that especially large volumes are stored separately in the Folio stacks. The most fruitful (though not the only) areas for researching Jewish studies are BM, BS, and DS 135, and PJ 5054.)

How do I Compare the Articles?

Let’s imagine you picked two articles on the history of the Jews in England. Your article should summarize both. Then you might compare the periods or specific locations with which they deal. Do they differ in their understanding of English Jewish history? Do they use different types of sources? Do they come to different conclusions? Try to end by tying the two articles back to the lectures and readings for the course.

Research Methods
The best place to start your research is in McKeldin Library. Books on Judaica topics are found throughout the collection, but many are concentrated in the call numbers BM (Judaism), BS (Bible), and especially DS (Jewish history). Make sure you look at these call numbers among the books, among the folio (oversized) books, and among the periodicals, all of which are on the 3rd floor. [While moving the periodical stacks back and forth, try not to crush a classmate.]

You can also use the library through the catalogue which is available online. If you find a book you like, use the “subject” entries to find more books on the same subject. Use the author entry to find more books by the same author. 

Articles from some journals (but not current books) are available through databases available to your through the library’s on-line Research Port. Especially useful are the journals stored in the databases JSTOR and Project Muse, but there are lots of others. Another good way to find articles is by using RAMBI (just “Google” it). This is not a full-text database. Don’t be confused by the fact that some of the articles are listed as full-text; that is only for students at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. You have to get to these ; once you find an article or book chapter you have to check the library catalogue or the databases to see where it is in our collection. Don’t forget that ILL (Interlibrary Loan) is there to get you things we don’t own.

McKeldin has one of the strongest collections of Judaica material in the world; we will almost certainly own or have access to anything you want. But if we don’t own it, please let us know so we can buy it. If you have trouble finding a journal article or book, please contact the TA’s or professor for help. 

